THE ANTIENT AND ACCEPTED RITE

¥ THE FORMATIVE YEARS

#hen speculative masonry became established duwring the
seventeenth centwy and, in the sarly eighteenth century
opened  its lodges to non Christians. it was the signal for
t:F sudden  expansion of Masonic Orders and Degrees which
lagsted from  the first quarter of the eighteenth century
wret i34 the middlie of the nineteenth. Coincident with this was
the b&ginning of the wide dissemination of Craft Masonry and
the‘eth@r newly founded rders into almost every part of the
Wew Rd -

During the whole of this period new orders Rites and
Degress with some of which many of wus are familiar wer
continual ly springing up in Euwrope while others such as
orddr, of Hizraim with its 90 degrees have m@rr1éu{ly
+orépht@n as  the expansive periad passed.  How these
forfations came inte being is by no means clear Lhn

2008[%) - 1o

(9

seeMs fairly certain that the majority originated i nce
Undoubtedly it mast have been assisted by U'te { l&
asteries

hunger for ceremonial o deeper research into
and? for higher masonic honours § indeed it mu 'ed
the dngernuity and somewhat vague historical l owl@d

some  of ouwr masonic predecessors to find n

e { i al
aspects wherewlith to clothe their new degoe I pe§ggpally,
am ‘*wvery dubious of the theories whic ostul a WEY
ancient genesis For  the "outside" P ees b g more
adistinguished brethren than I still : firmﬂs:,D heliefs
which clothe them with the glamou the 8 Hills of
Fome or the prestige of the Crusage

n the other hand there i g tD b said for the very
plausible ghemry ey pounde « o« Hrother R, 8.
Lindsay 3I37, the Grand Se i\ Pe for Scotland that
"Grottish Rite" or Ecos ABOMNIS ch demonstrabkly  had

really nothing to  do Wah Scotleagd, was established in

France, and was a poy 'tic:cv*lﬂasx@ movement, deliberately

started © by  those $<;ﬁgh masor positions  in Paris  to

counteract the ANeginq d roof the spread of English
Masdniry Ln\That Y

In 1740 N BE ] @*y af the "Masonic Colonisation”

af Franae by D flmu =Ming and powerful Grand  Lodges  in
Engldnd atmry behind  them was &  Serlous
mat e, wglz dgpa Mad already sprung wup and  thedr

indlue xs -3 P
“
0 efn_%actors were moving towards & more national
Mmas

iy France. The first step came when the French
Lodges set up thelr own Grand Lodge in 1736, Bubt it seems
prrobable  that the leaders of French Masonry were already
formulating a plan to go one better than our Grand Lodge and
produce something that to the Gallic mind would have such an
appeal  as .to overcome the English  influence. The ideal
1ngred10ntu of such a formation are easily recognised now
an attract1vn clegress with dmportant  and  high  sounding
titles, Pnlqht, Frince, FHing and Emperor, the vrediscaovery of
what had Beern lost, and an historical background which would
g om0 far back into the past that it cowld link up  with
Royval Solomon himself and so overcome the admitted antiguity
at the BEnglish order.
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Abhout this time there comes upon the masonic soeng a
rathar romantic character known as The Chevalier de FRamsay.
It has been a popular belief among some masons that he was
in' fact the founder of the Scottish Rite, in fact there is
absoltitely no evidence of this. At any rate he proved he was
Mighly intelligent: he graduated at Bdinburgh University and
after’ a time fighting as an officer under Marlborough, he
tj;k up teaching and was in 1729 elected a Fellow of The
Fiedyale Society. He was an erudite, mild and kindly  man, he
w§5;§tewtainly horest and  genuine,  and 1t seems most
impgobable  that had he been the Founder of the Ecoossais
Has%nry he would have made no mention of it in his witings.

L)

The sole contemporary evidence for the legend that he

invented the Scottish FRite is his famous oration delivered

to  what were evidently prospective masons, probably men cnjb
@

high station, in Paris in 1737. The +act  that he bec
Graﬁd Chancellor of the Grand Lodge of France in 1743
by held as confirmation of the story becauss  the Lo =

Erodsaises" had barely begun at that time and it is mor e o
probable that the wheole scheme for the new French s <E;p

heen secretly  formulated before his meeting ine

.t:hé\E1 this oration geve the idea for the p=® hca

movemant to ite instigators.

For  those who may not know the subst ay’ s
aration it should be noted that he was @ many £ in

advénce of his time, a believer in uni @ hro oo and
Me began his speech by pointing out Maq wa% the
First great influence for universal % =T aince the
days of the Crusades. HMe went on xé acent  from
the Crusaders  and  pointed out th q:ned their
spcrets from  descendants of Gztte ilders of The
Temple themselves.

He colaimed that adn Fleeing  from  their
persecutors had gstabli hemb in England under the
name of - Freemaaons. whe " wn time they were being
re-eatahlished in FAEhoe whluh destined te become the
centre of the mrd

' Her'e 1nd‘gd tho .~ls were looking for a new angle
to combat  En 1n+ was an ideal mtart. Masorry
could have d z (] mmm heraeld atter the destruction
of The Templ N 7D . thence to the Crusaders and aftsr
their %io&‘*Z:yuld have been handed down by  the
meciret] ated their own time. Furthermore there was

ML ~erataqskpjg@ in a small place called Eilwinning
whid awlng 1 all ite early records, unlike the Lodge
ot Fd nburgh which had records going back to 1599, could
Frav ny feble fathered onte it. Scotland had bgen France’s
hereditary® friend, the Chwech which in 1737 was sbtrongly
against deistic masonry might well favour a Christian
variety -%2"La Macconerie Ecossaises", founded on Ramsay®s
SUQWPBTiDﬂéq was undoubtedly what they sought.

« By 17"” an English Lodge had appeared in Bordeaux and a
second follkowed it in 1740,

Frobably by the efforts of Steven Moring a& wine
merchant from San Domingo in the West Indies who was
resident in Bordeawxr at the time, a third non English  but
Ecossais Lodoe was started three years after that in 1743
and saon absorbed the second English Lodaoe.
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This new Lodge practised the emerging "Scottish Rite"
though  we are not told how they knew about it, which then
had sseven degrees of FPerfection including the three Craftt
Degr EREIE W

-

Eight vyears later they had increased these seven to
fourteen degrees of Ferfection, and over the next ten vears,

gr17&29 had developed those fourtesn to twenty five, right

top Frince of the Royal SBecret.

L
| %uring those ten years Steven Morin had moved his wine
merihanta business from Bordeaws to Paris where he was
ing'rummngal in forming Lodges working all the degrees up to
the  28Sth of  the Rite. Finally in  that vyear, 1742, a
"Sovereign Grand Council of Princes of the Royal Secret" was

copies of which, &allegedly authentic, are in exist
toddy,

Y
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formed in Paris and Constitutions of the Rite were drawn up@b
e

f'ﬂwa battle for supremacy between the aovare1g G and
Coufcil and the Grand Lodge of France, too comple
into here, caused such scenes in the Grand LC)dC]PQ’t ;&Q
XV g}msed the Grand Lodge for three yvesers in 176
Steven Morin®s business in Ban Damingm +lc
in  spite of his absence and he decided tm n" DP
with him a Fatent from the Sovereilgn Cra unc11 read

all the 28 degrees throughout the Nesi’éﬁﬁ
?erm

Frrom  the short  account in e Degree
Resume  we all  know the aubsequ@ etmry the WNest
Indies, the advent of de Grasse- r association
with Francken who collected the @eps Lu:m up to the
25 in o one manuscript. Tt wea o ABENT 111y who, with

L c1l the United States of
. Infez theretore turn to

3 Ew-i.@,. to see the further

progress of Masonico evolNgon.
Marty of the Ec &ﬂ clexey e@ad croszed the Channel by

1785, and w\f.i.*‘ree b(ﬁi@dely actised in all theree counbtries
of ' the BritishpNIMles. Q»

Nand  had already breer in
communication * ,hdl nas early azs 1809 with a view
o obtaining sﬁﬁx

a Supremes Brand Council, and by

Delahogue formed the Suprenpe
America  at Charleston
Europe and particularl

1811 all was acly Lo celwu ite At thet time however, the
war of roi@ and matters were delayed until 1823,
Lethers ¢ entually received from  the Southern

Jur i sd N ﬁgﬁn 1824 constituting the Supreme Council
of FAr i ‘undeVthe leadership of the Duke of Leinster,
Jo Fowl @y and Thomas MeGill.

&
Thise -apparently auspicious beginning was in  fact the

prelude  to over eighty years of Masonic rivalry ard
bickering ¥or the Rose Croix degree had already been
appropriated  in Ireland by & Gramd Supreme Council" which

held 1t hﬁp a right to work still higher deqgrees than the
18th, This Council continued wuntil 1832 when, under a French
warrant ity was  formed into & "Metropolitan College of
Heradom Treland" with John Fowler as its Grand Commander and
it owas not until 1908 that friendly arrangement was at last
anteraed into and this body., which had suwffered several
changss of name by then, came under the Supreme Council  for
Tirel amd.

’&



Meanwhile in France a SBupreme Council had besn formed
by Count de grasse-Tillyy who had retuwrned from Charleston
withs his 33 Rite as early as 1804, He later founded
Ddune}lg for ITtaly (1805), Spain (1809) and Belgium (1817).

L Erngland had joined the race for a Supreme Councll as
pqrly’ as 1819 and there is good reason to believe that a
p;tent from the Supreme Council of France dated 13th October
€3 fthat vear had been granted to the Duke of Sussex, Grand
M&stﬁf of the United Grand Lodge, for the establishment of a
Supy sne Council For Great Beitain, Ireland anl its
poﬁ%ﬁ%sion in America and the Indies. The Duke of Leinster,
Gramd Master of Ireland, was mentioned as a member. as was
da Costa FP.G.M. of Rutland., The FPatent was in  order and
signed by J. de Glock-d'Obernay, Sov. Gd. Cmdr. of France,

de Margarettes, le Marquis de Messalc and others.

.

le Duc dAumont, le Comte Decares, le Duc de Tarente, haro%j

e The text of this patent has been published by the

O
N
&

&

Lmdée of  France and thie story is  borne  out SOme
correspondence  in  the possession of the Iris agép
Oountil. There is also a hox of seals of the ‘—\upr un&
of wFrancm which was obtained aftter the Duke - ﬁ " 1ed
and’ may have been sent over for copying. At th e oof

Fatent the Supreme Council for France had b car ma

about four vears although it was revived sk r“ af rda
and it may be that the Duke of Bug ; suep its

legltimacy.

It is a fact however that the Dé’ r (:; mesre  in
the matter and it was therefors n \3 wpars aftter
the Dubes - death in 184% that a 3 could be

formed in England. The Fatent stober 1845, so
Db years had in effect been wafted

che Gr@ Commander of the
had been constituted

hern Juhtsdiction U.5.0. which
e Yol Nn 1813 by the Supreme
Counci i 1n Charleato

Dr.'ﬁ. Ta Qrur‘lfl‘Q p o Sov. GBd. Commander
Few Boorqw Clegv Lt. Gdo Commander

The Fatent was @
Supreme Council for t

Henry Udall . \ . Grand Treasurer General
Menry Leesan,. . w  fGrand Chancellor

Davfyel Nasb .. & e o« Brand Secretary General
Richard Wiy =W, u.5<:>., e o oo Grand Master of Ceremonies
arel Tho @ ol du) gt \ wow ow o » o Captain of Lifte Guards

e wilth William Tucker formed our first

@ cmr)c_ll
Imost  immediately trouble started. Dr Crucifisx {(50v.

. Cdra)t opened relations with the Grand Orient of France
whlch had, absorbed one hranch of his A. % A. Scottish Rite

and Le#edﬁ (Grand Chancellor) actually viszited that body.
This resulted in a guarrel with their Mother Suprems Council
- the NortBern Jurisdiction U.85.48. — which did not recognise

the Brand Orient of France, culminating in a to recognise us
from 1847 wrntil 1850 or 1851 after Crucifix had died.

ot
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In 1883& Herney Udall, the Grand Treasurer General was
dismtased owing to his neglect of the Council Accounts  and
tywo years later, in 1838, the Orand Secretary General, Dafyd
Nash, was expelled from the order. He had not only continued
to attend meetings of Baldwin and Antiquity which were not
under  the the Council®s banner, but to be a member of the
Orger® of Hizraim and other shrange and unrecognised bodies.
me was  alao oguwilty of allowing EOD meatings to be held
witthegit the Suprems Councils permission.

¥
'im had  retived to Bristol and taken the Minute BEook
WltJ Rim. This has never been recovered or traced. Our first
minWtes therefore began in 1854, nine years after the Fatent
was granted.

A new Becretary, Cox, had been appointed in 1857 bat h

Q\(/

resigned in 1861 after great difficulty had been eﬂperlen
inm }'rsac:mve*rwng the Councils property which had been :&

possession.
¥

! "Antiguity" in Bath Jjoined the Supremes Council SE;,lB
but in 1870 their Warrant was suspended - in fach (

187}=were years of constant trouble.

Erncampments of Enightse Templar which w thp
ard sometimas obther higher degrees were dl ned in
the Supreme Council and some Preceptorlp (=1l rar i out

unrdcognised Rites and Degrees as well

Seotland at  this bime guare el@ with %«r SupTEeme
Council, a rift which waszs not hea]@ t me@ ars, until

1889 in_fact.

v England wer e
hey were granted

Lin

i

, In 1868, the first Cﬂ@g 2 6,
established in Canada and i s 1

a Supreme Council Warean then » abowt ten Chaphters.
Im 1871, Chile was greé WarrdnW oy wus but later their

Supreme . Council faded o Thus LMy oldest living child is
Canada and it sesms [ JbAb]P th wosecond may be Finland,

The whole L the M"legality" of Suprane
Coutcils was fﬁu on t Grand Constitutions of 1784, The
Constitutions ‘ inal A, & AL Scottish Rite
originally fm ad deaur in 1782 had been suitable
for the QS EERES e Ecoossals Rite but the 33 degree
Constituk ag% v de Grasse-Tilly in 1804 for the
Var e Wiciles which he formed were clearly
+mund( some %h document .

g) 8"'4 Lhere appeared the set of Grand Constitutions
dat 178&%and purporting to have been laid down and signed
by  Frederick the Breat as Grand Fatron of the Order. Today
these Congtitutions have been accepted by all  the Supreme
Councils Xe the Foundation on which their Rules ared
Fegulationdg are based but not without a great deal of attack
and defenge over many years, it having been suggested in
sOme . quarters that they are entirely spurious.
1
LAlbert FPike, the great 19th Cerntury leadser of  American
Masarniy defended them powerfully and they are consequently
now  accepted and usually admitted as of authentic date,
though the connection with Frederick the Great is regarded
s dubious,



7 3
Y

a beginning was made in forming Districts
under Inspectors Beneral. At first, therse wers threes, the
Bputh Wastern, Western and Northern. In 1874 the Prince of

Wales took a 357 and became Grand Patron of the Order.
-

In May 1

v §23
t ot

Duke of
Feince

heen
ecams

trouble

In

. 1878  the was  conferred  upen  the
Camnahght

and Frince Leopold in the presence of the
the firet time in history that all three had
at  a Masonic gathering. Bubt as  things
at home and in odwe colonies and dominions,
in BEurope.

off Wales,
tdagether
s Mo aghdh e
brmia ok

and
AMONg
ancl

¢ The Congress of Supreme Councils held at Lausanne
attended by ow delegates, instead of making for union
the various Councils attending caused dissension
disagreement and the Southern Juwrisdiction U.5.4.,
and  Treland together with Greece, broke away

conkidered forming a league of their own.

arcd

Scotlan%b
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N
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f These W 6 rycrt: the only difficultie
disappointments experienced with other Suprems @1:11
outsl de those of the English speaking P& &
ﬁonm@qumnt}y we are slow Lo recognise new bodies : use (s

feal that they must con+0rm to & very high sta and
have failed to keep the 18° as a Christian E!:;,

§

Now however I can say with conhden & our@ rems
Coufeild is respected  throughoub 42;y0r1d oy
recognition is  constantly bheing 50 ugh ¥\ is VEery
saldom, given.

Thus in  the complex and g Q/@ vears  of
"Ma=onic evolution" and the sc &/ s degreess, the
Chyristian Orders of Mabonry ae Fave rogotten Charity,
the basic principle aof all lief Much of the history
hehind hose years is o tbeds  moms of the
Formations had been at 1r a 2 of years, bubt by the
and of the last cwnturyq at of M areat Christian orders
had  orystallised i qtronu ations, able to settle
their dlsagreeme t" er bheay ose in the light of true
Christian WPFIHC & Tod‘ e thres  Beitidsh Supremes
Coutbcilg are, ad s in complete amity and  may
Giad Urant that h may long continue.

Soady



